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Isis Innovation Limited   (Isis) is a wholly owned subsidiary of the University of Oxford, managing technology transfer and academic consulting for the University and the Oxford University Hospitals NHS Trust, and providing consulting advice for clients around the world.
The University has the highest research income of any UK university (£568 million in 2013). Isis is the joint 3rd highest British PCT patent applicant and the 16th highest University PCT applicant worldwide.
Isis now seeks expressions of interest to tender for new patent drafting and prosecution work.
Through the tender, Isis intends to appoint a panel of experienced and capable IPReg-regulated patent attorney entities to provide services and support in relation to the following activities:
· draft and file new priority applications: approximately 100 per year are anticipated in total; 
· draft and file PCT applications arising from those priority applications (historically 78% of Isis priority applications result in a corresponding PCT application);
· advice and support in relation to Search Reports and IPER as requested;
· instruct PCT national phase applications arising from those priority applications (historically 81% of Isis PCT applications result in at least one national phase application).  Note that national phase applications will be managed by the appointed panel member, but Isis will define the foreign agent and be directly responsible for invoices;
· professional advice and support in relation to worldwide patent prosecution and post-grant actions;
· any other IP advice and services in support of Isis activities, including provision of relevant IP law updates, seminars and training events.
The successful panel will be appointed for a 3 year period, extensible by agreement, with effect from 1 April 2015.
Successful panel appointees will have: 
· substantial experience working with world class university academics and early stage technologies within a technology transfer environment; 
· technical capability and experience across a very wide range of technologies; 
· location which facilitates attendance at meetings in Oxford; 
· a flexible and transparent approach to cost and pricing to enable Isis to achieve optimum use of patent budget.
Isis will continue to use current providers for management of patent renewals and the prosecution of Isis’ existing patent estate, so these activities do not form part of this tender. Isis anticipates that the panel will be used for the substantial majority of new filings and subsequent prosecution, but retains the right to appoint counsel outside the panel if the need arises.
Key information
Please submit any questions in relation to expressions of interest by 08 October 2014.  Questions will be collated and the answers provided to all those who asked questions.  
Please submit expressions of interest by 22 October 2014 using the questionnaire below. 
Shortlisted expressions of interest will be notified in mid-November 2014, with full tender documents due for submission one month later. Panel interviews for all shortlisted candidates will take place in Oxford on 21 or 23 January 2015 (subject to final confirmation).
Isis will then make arrangements with successful panel members in time to start work from 1 April 2015.
Contact details
E: Steven.bayliss@isis.ox.ac.uk	T: +44 (0)1865 280841
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(Expression of interest questionnaire follows on separate sheet)

Expression of interest questionnaire
Isis Innovation tender for new patent drafting and prosecution work 2014
	Name of patent attorney firm/entity
	

	Details of IP Reg registration
	

	Registered office
	


	Date of formation of your firm/entity
	

	Is your firm ISO accredited? If yes, please give details
	

	Give specific details of the experience of your firm working with world class academics in a technology transfer environment
	

	Please summarise the qualifications and experience of the members of staff who would be engaged in the fulfilment of the contract
	

	What technology areas do you cover?
	

	Does your firm have specialist IP lawyers, either in-house or by alliance? If yes, please give brief details
	

	How large is your firm?
	[give numbers of partners, associates, part-qualified trainees etc]

	Where is your firm based?
	

	What are your standard hourly rates?
	

	Give examples of previous approaches to pricing you have taken with clients
	



	Names of people who prepared answers to this questionnaire
	

	Please identify the person(s) who will act as the main contact(s) for Isis 
	a) during the tender process: 

b) responsible for the tendered work:


	Contact details
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